
Statement on H Res 268, Reaffirming the United States commitment to a negotiated settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through direct Israeli-Palestinian negotiations

Mr. Speaker I rise in opposition to this resolution. While I certainly share the hope for peace in
the Middle East and a solution to the ongoing conflict, I do not believe that peace will result if we
continue to do the same things while hoping for different results.  The US has been involved in
this process for decades, spending billions of dollars we do not have, yet we never seem to get
much closer to a solution. I believe the best solution is to embrace non-interventionism, which
allows those most directly involved to solve their own problems.

      

This resolution not only further entangles the US in the Israeli/Palestinian dispute, but it sets out
the kind of outcome the United States would accept in advance. While I prefer our
disengagement from that conflict, I must wonder how the US expects to be seen as an “honest
broker” when it dictates the terms of a solution in such a transparently one-sided manner?

  

In the resolution before us, all demands are made of only one side in the conflict. Do supporters
of this resolution really believe the actors in the Middle East and the rest of the world do not
notice? We do no favors to the Israelis or to the Palestinians when we involve ourselves in such
a manner and block any negotiations that may take place without US participation. They have
the incentives to find a way to live in peace and we must allow them to find that solution on their
own.  As always, congressional attitudes toward the peace process in the Middle East reveal
hubris and self-importance. Only those who must live together in the Middle East can craft a
lasting peace between Israel and Palestine.
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